Sample Activity: Counting to 120
Resources

Copies of the 120 Grid inserted into a
plastic sleeve,
2 coloured markers per student.

Prior Experiences

Students will be ready for this page if they
have had experiences with:
• counting in 1s, 2s, 5s and 10s,
• reading numbers to 120,
• exploring counting sequences on a
120 grid,
• bridging through 10s and 100.

About this Activity
The problem presented on this page invites students to mark the given counting
patterns onto the 120 grid. As you read the problem ask the students who they
think will mark most squares on the grid, Zoë or Jake, and why. Expect
comments such as:
“120 is a bigger number than 60.”
“Counting in 2s makes small jumps so it will take a lot to get to 60.”
“It takes twenty 5-cent coins to get to 100 cents and that’s a dollar”.
You may want to demonstrate (as shown below) a strategy for marking on the
boards that will make the shared spaces easy to spot and count.
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Sample Activity: Counting to 120
Observer’s Guide

As the students work on the page
encourage them to recite the counting
pattern as they mark the squares. Some
students might spontaneously notice
that all the shared spaces are friendly
numbers, if they do not notice, ask them
to look at the numbers in both
sequences and ask if they can see any
patterns in the numbers that Lu and Jan
both land on and why that happens
every time.

Differentiation

If necessary, change the starting numbers for Zoë and Jake to make the problem
accessible.
In addition to the questions given you can make up others like those shown
below or even better challenge the students to make up their own sequences
and questions.
“If Zoë counted in 10s to 120 and Jake counted in 5s to 75, who would
cover most squares? Which numbers would they both land on?”
“If Zoë counted on from 35 in 5s to 105 and Jake counted on in 2s from 80
to 120 who would cover most squares? Which numbers would they both
land on?”
As you interact with and observe the students, you will be able to note the
following indicators:
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Activity 2

Zoë and Jake place counters on
the 120 grid to show their
counting patterns.

Zoe is counting in
2s to 60.

Jake is counting in
5s to 120.
Who places the most counters
on the 120 grid?
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